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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE, 


TO THE CANDID READ ER. 


. 


| 4 2 — f * ; 

HE ſiſt of the enſuing Letters, 

- (which, for the fake of adapting it 
to the limits of a newſpaper, had been ſplit 
into three made its firſt appearance in 
Meſſ. TREWMAN'Ss Provincial Paper, in 
March, 1796 ; but, as what is offered to 
the Public in this fugitive way, is ſeldom 
preſerved, (being read, and then conſigned 
to oblivion,).the Writer hath now thought 
fit to re-publiſh in ane Letter, (which was 
its firſt and original form,) what he then 
ſaid on the ſubject of Tithes and Tithe- 
Aſſociators; and this he hath done, a8 
thinking it may be uſeful hereafter, to 


ſuch as may be diſpoſed to examine the 
A 2 merits 
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lord has for raiſing the rent of his Eſtate; 


) 


merits of this queſtion of Tither 6 in general, 


and who would wiſh to be informed of 


the manner in which this great and wei ighty 
concern hath been conducted by thoſe Per- 
ſons who compoſe the Aſſociation, which 
hath been formed in this County of Devon, 
for the Abolition, or at leaſt the Commuta- 
tion of Tithes. 


To this is now added pts nad on 


the ſame ſubject; in which the conduct of 
the Tithe Aſſociators and their Partizans 
is further examined, with regard to their 


treatment of the Clergy in general; more 


eſpecially the highly indecent and repre- 


henſible perſonality of pointing out particu- 
lar Clergymen, and ſtigmatizing them as 


Exactors; and that for no other or better 
reaſon than becauſe they had made, or were 
making, ſome advance in their Tithes ; as 
though they had not the ſame, or full as 


great, reaſon for doing this, as the Land- 


Or 


($3 


or as the Farmer has to advance the Price 
of any of his Commodities on the Con- 
ſumer; ſurely Partiality and Selfiſhneſs 
muſt have blinded the Eyes of theſe men, 
or they could not avoid ſeeing the. regſon- 
ableneſs of this ; and that the advance made, 
or intended to be made, both by the Land- 
lord and the Parſon, is the natural conſe- 
quence, of the advance firſt made by the 
Farmers on them, (equally with all other 
Conſumers ) in the price of every thing they 
are obliged to purchaſe of them. 


To this is alſo ſubjoined, laſtly, a Letter 
addreſſed to the Writer, who hath aſſumed 
the Signature of © A Country Curate. 
This Man was looked upon, (and probably 
he looked upon himſelf) as the doughty 
Champion of the Cauſe ; and the Detector 
had been given to expect ſomething from 
him, in reply to his Letters ; had he come 
forward again, my Letter to him would 
have made its appearance ſooner. 

| A3 Should 
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Should he till be inclined to fay any 
thin g to the argument, let him remember, 
that to anſiver is one thing, but to anſwer 
ſolidly and ſatisfactorily is another. But I 

ſhould rather hope, that by this time, he 

x muſt have ſeen the great obliquity of his 

! former conduct, in aſſuming the charac- 
ter of a Clergyman, for ſo ill a purpoſe ; and 

i he ſees it, in the light in which all can- 

| N did Perſons view it, I am ſure he muſt be 

'' _ _ aſhamed of himſelf. | 

As to the Deſign itſell, vix. that of alter- 


ing the preſent mode of collecting Tithes, by 
taking them in Kind ; I not only can have 


14 no objection to it, but am even diſpoſed to 
lend the right-hand of fellowſhip towards 

it ; provided only, that it be made a con- 
dition ne gud non, that no injury J ne quid 
j detrimenti } be done thereby to the Church 


and the Clergy of England, who are the 
preſent legal Poſſeſſors, and who muſt not be 


ſtripped of their Revenues and their Main- 
tenance, 


67-3 
tenance, unleſs an Equivalent can be ſubſti- 
tuted in the place of the Tithes; and herein 
indeed lies the whole difficulty. . 


Having ſaid ſo much of it, in the Let- 
ters ; I need not here make any additional 
animadverſions, on that palpable want of 
decency, decorum, and reſpect, with which 
the Clergy have been treated in the proſe- 
cution of this buſineſs ; or on the confident 
Preſumption of thoſe ſel/-conflituted Inqui- 
fitors, who dare to drag the Clergy before 
the Tribunal of themſelves, and their 
Chairman ; and to fit in judgment, (them- 
ſelves being parties) between the Clergy 
and their own Brother-Culprits ; and, at 
laſt, to paſs Sentence uitſiout Evidence (for 
as to the equity of audi alteram Partem”', 
they trouble not their heads about it !) and 
to ſet down the © Parſons” in their Liſt of 
Praſcriptions, and reſolve unanimouſly, that 
they ſhall be advertiſed, and hung up in 


the Newſpapers in terrorem; and to all 
a2 this, 
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(8) 
this their Chairman, their grand Inquifitor, 
triumphantly ſets his name !!! 


If, at any time, they chance to drop a 
good word or two about Religion and the 
Clergy, you may be aſſured there is a du- 
plicity in it; it behoves you then to be 


more than ever on your guard; there is 


ſome miſchief couched under it; ſome 
deſign to betray; it is like an © Hail, 
Malter, and he kiſſed him.” 


"Tis better to have to do with an open 
Enemy, than ſuch pretended Friends ; againſt 


the one, you are on your guard; againſt the 


other, you are very apt not to be ſo. You 


need but to examine, with attention, the 


publications of them, and of their Partizans, 
to be convinced of the truth of my obſer- 
vation. After they have ſaid any thing 


with apparent candour, and ſeeming reſpect, 
about Religion or the Clergy ; you will be 


ſure to find them, ſoon after, deſcanting, 
with redoubled violence, on the Rapacity of 
| the 


(i 435 


the Parſons,” thoſe . Exattors of Tithes,” 
who gripe them, with the Hand f Op- 
preſſion,” from the © laborious Huſband- 
man; that in proportion to the Induf- 
try of the Farmer, the © Rapacity of the 
Parſon” has increaſed ; that the charge to 
the firſt Paſtors, of . feed my ſheep,” is, by 
the degenerate Clergy of our times, con- 
ſtrued into . fleece my ſheep ;* nay, and what 
is ſtill worſe and worſe, (but a melancholy 
Truth” they pronounce it to be) that the 
« Exertions of the Clergy relax, rather 
te than encreaſe, with their Wealth; accu- 
e mulated from their Exaction of Tithes; 


and that the Morals of the People do 


te not receive any Improvement from their 
« Sufferings” III vid. TREWMAN's Paper 
of 


* I ſhould judge this man to be a Quaker ; this honeſt, but 


miſtaken claſs of men count the Payment of Tithes and Church 
Dues, among their Sufferings ; and we find them accordingly to 
be ſet down annually, as ſuch, among their other Suferings. 

Tis true they plead Conſcience, againſt the Non-payment z 
this, however will not deſtroy the analogy between them and our 
Tithe-Aſſociators; for Ve, Does it not appear to go very 

much 


. 
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of Jan. 21ſt, 1796, under the Signature of 
« A Friend to Reform,” The Country 
«« Curate,” c. 3 


And yet this Reformer hath bs modeſt 
aſſurance to add, after all this, that It i is 
« far from being eaſy to diſcover the 
grounds from which you would draw 


» ME Aa Ces 
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j « your concluſions, that the Tithe-Aſſo- 
| | * ciators wiſh to inculcate any ſentiment 
« of diſ-reſpett for the eſtabliſhed Clergy !” 
It; Indeed !! poor Man, if he ſees it not, he 


muſt have loſt his faculty of Ha 
moſt aſſuredly II 


D 
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Another of their Writers alſo under the 
Þ aſſumed Signature of A Country Curate,” 

L j in the Paper of Feb. 4th, 1796, after 
Fi . 
Lf 40 againſt the Conſcient es 6f theſe modeſt Reformers to pay the 

| b g Clergy their ja and legal Dues, i. e. their Tithes ? 


Query, again, -Why do not theſe modeſt Reformers, while 
they are about it, go thro* fitch with their Work; and reckon 
the zine Parts they pay their Landlords, among their Sufferings, 
as well as the tenth Part, which the Law hath made the Due of 
their Par fons i If they count by the Ratio of Proportion, 
they are nine times as * Suferers by the one as they are by 
the other, 


En) 


ſpeaking of our * abuſes, &c.” adds thus; 
« the preſent age” fays he, © ſeems panic 
« fruck at the thoughts of any Alterations, 
either in our civil or religrous B/tablyhe 
ments.” 


Aye, here it is; the Truth will out; 
this is indeed the very thing which our 
Friend: to Reform,” thoſe ** Friends to 
« the People,” (if you will but take their 
own words for it) aim at, 


They are for © Alterations,” (which our 
Pſeudo-Patriots, and Pſeudo-Reformers, 
by a fad Myſnomer ſtile Improvements} in 
our civil and religious Eftabliſhments ; or, in 
other words, they are for new modelling 
our excellent Conſiitution, both in Church and 
State, according to their own #%fonary 
Theories ; this is the thing theſe men have 
in view, 
But all wiſe and prudent men will be 
cautious, how they put themſelves, their 
Conſtitution, and their Eflabli/hments, under 
| the 
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the guidance and regimen, of ſuch En- 

firicks as theſe; their noſtrums are more 
likely to deſtroy a good Conftitution, than to 
mend or improve a bad 0 one. 


They would fain improve 1 into 
Republicani/m ;* would deſtoy what is now 
hereditary, and make it elective; would anni- 
hilate Nobility, (which Tom Paine, by 


a ſar- 


* Our State Reformers took citizen Paine for their model. 
On his Plan acted the Britiſh National Convention,” « A 
% Project, (ſays Mr. Buxk E) which ſtruck at the the exiſtence 
& of the kingdom, under any Conſtitution. Dubious in its 
4 nature, and perilous in its Example, it noſed Parliament in 
# the very ſeat of its authority ; ſat with a ſort of ſuperinten- 
*« dance over it; and little leſs than dictated to it, not only 
% Laws, but the very Form and Eſſence of Legiſlature itſelf.” 


Some of thoſe notorious Citizens have, however, been ſince 
fent to Botany-Bay, where they now probably are propagating 
the Tenets of their Citizenſhip, and proſelyting Citizen Bar- 
KINGTON, and the other worthy Citizens there, their Co- 
Patriots, to the doctrines of Equality and the Rights of Man. 


On this ſame Plan acted alſo the Correſponding Clubs and So- 
cieties ; thoſe diſtinguiſhed Citizens alſo of Chalk Farm and 
Copenhagen Houſe, who gave his Majeſty ſuch a «© Warm Recep- 
tion on the 2gth Day of October laſt, that they ſeemed to be 
nearly upon the point of acting (what the Author of the late 
Hiſtory of Catiline's Conſpiracy, dedicated to the Earl of Lau- 
DERDALE, ftiles) © The Merry Farce of the Guillotine; or, 
„ GrorkGr's Head in a Baſket J!!“ | 


61 

a ſcarcaſtic ſneer, and an affectation of 
being witty, ſtiles No- Ability and level 
all Orders and Diſlinctiont among us, with 
a view to introduce, in heir ſtead, their 
vfionary Equality, which leads, in truth, to 
nothing but anarchy, confuſion, and every 
evil work ; although it be dignified, by 
thoſe Conſtitution-menders (with a view, 
no doubt, to ſecure the Sans Culottes in 
their Intereſt,) with a character of its being 
nothing leſs than a vindication of the ana- 
lienable Rights of Man II | 


The Church (let the work be 15 
truſted to their able Hands) would alſo be 
reformed and improved in much ſuch another 
manner as the State. _ 


The 


Here Citizen PrIESTLY lays in his claim to notice, i# bis 
way; he hath “laid his train,“ to blow up the Efabliſbed 
Church of England. 65.19 8 | 

Under his Banners are enliſted all thoſe Citizen Reformers, 
who would plunder the Church, and ruin its Clergy ; this deſign 
hath been lately avowed by a Citizen Scotchman (L--d L.) in 2 
great aſſembly. 

« He 
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The orthodox, primitive, and excellent 
Religion of the Efabliſied Church of Eng- 
land; would, it is likely, be debaſed, 4y 
fuch Refarmers, into Deiſm or Socinianiſm; 
or, (if they ſtuck cloſe, to the examples of 
their profo-types in France) perhaps into 
the annihilation of Chriſtianity, and all Reli- 
gion, in exchange for the darling ar 
of this Age of Reajon,” 


Of their reſpect and veneration for Reli- 

gion, and the Profeſſors of it, the Clergy ; ; 

wy would, I doubt not, give very energetic 
prog; 


4% He was born“ he ſaid, “ in a Country, and profeſſed a 
« Religion, which had a much leſs expenſive Government z where 
4% Biſhops were not known, and he believed in his Conſcience, 
te jt would be well for this Country, if the ſame 9 were 
introduced here!!! 

As to our Titbe- Aſſociators, whether they are aware of it 
or not, (for I do not tax them with doing it knowingly ; and it 
1s probable that many of them may have nothing more or further 
in view, than to plunder their « Parſons" of @ few pounds, in 
order to put them into their own pockets) yet they are moſt cer- 
fainly furthering the ſame Plan. And as to the Friend to 
* Reform,” and more eſpecially the mock «* Country Curate,” 
they have * undoubtedly a ſtrong hankering after it 11 


88 


proofs z FE laying their un/allowed hands on 
the Revenues of the Church, and by firipping 
the Clergy of their Support and Mainte- 


anc, E. 


1 RY not wiſh even to- Wee 
though I was of opinion, that the generality 
of thoſe who wiſh for a Commutation of 
Tithes, have any ſuch ill deſigns as thoſe I 
have mentioned; on the contrary, I firmly 
believe, that there are among them many 

| honeſt, worthy, and conſcientious men; 
who would be even ſhocked at the idea of 
any ſuch conſequences. But theſe well 
meaning, unſuſpecting Perſons, ſee not 
through the rea Drift of the more deep 
and deſigning ones; who under the Pe- 
ciaus, but now hacknied, Pretence, of Re- 
form, want to overthrow foundations, 


But we have the fad example of a neigh- 
bouring Country before our eyes; and let 
their misfortunes be @ warning to us; We 

| there 
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there ſee the direful effects of the · Madre 
« of the People; ; 2 which, - when once let 
40 looſe, cannot afterwards be reſtrained ; 
nothing can ſtop its career; it proceeds from 
one degree of atrocity to another, till it 
riſes above all human controul ; no one 
can ſay to it, wth effef?, as the Almighty 
doth to the Sea, © Hitherto ſhalt thou 80, 
and no further, and here ſhall thy prove 
waves be flayed. 1 re nr 


7 


In ſuch times as the 3 thay 
| when attempts are making, by inſidious 
men among us, to overthrow, our happy 
Conſtitution, both in Church and State, the 
Defence and Su pport of bot ſhould be the 
common Cauſe of a//; there is a near alli- 
ance between them; they mutually ſupport 
each other; and I firmly believe, will ſtand 


or fall ö 
_ 


— 


# ce As to our Country,” fays Mr. Bux, ce 46 long as the 
& well compacted Structure of our — and State, the Sanc- 
tuary, 


1 


But to return to the Tithe- Aſſociators; 
there is one feature in the characters and 
conduct of theſe ingu/itorial.men, that is 

entitled to particular notice and. attention, 
and deſerves to have a diſtinguiſhed ſtigma 
ſet on it; I mean their extreme JON 

and blind 9 «Ot enn: ir 


2 tuary, the Holy a of Holies tal ſand inviolate on the Brow of 
& the Britiſh Sion.—So long we thall have 0 to 8 from 
«all the Levellers of France. . \ 


“As long as our Sovereign Lord hs King, and his faithful 
« gubjects the Lords and Commons of this Realm, the triple 
% Cord, which no man can break; the joint and Jewveral Secu- 
& rities, the firm Guarantees of each other's Being, and each 
* other's Rights; as long as theſe endure, ſo long we are all 
« ſafe together. Amen l-and ſo be it; and fo it will be.“ 


% But if the rude inroad of Gallic tumult, with its ſophiſti- 
*« cated Rights of Man, ſhall be introduced into our City, by a 
* miſguided Populace, ſet on by proud great men, themſelves 
* blinded and intoxicated by a frantic ambition, we hall; all of 
« us, periſh and be overwhelmed in a common ruin. 


« The Philoſophers of France think that the cu hole Duty of 
% Man conſiſts of Deftrufion.”” © The men of property in 
France neglected to prepare for a conflict with their enemies, 
at their own weapons ; their ſecurity was their ruin; they 
„ were daſhed to pieces in the ſtorm, and our ſhores'afe covered 
« with the wrecks.” If they had been aware, that ſuch a 
« thing might happen, ſuch a thing never coul4 haye hap- 
* oY 2 
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If the Clergy offer any thing in defence 
of themſelves, or their Property, though it 
be ever ſo cogent and weighty, thoſe modeſt 
Aſſociators, or their Partizans, never fail to 
cut them ſhort; and; with a flippant petu- 
lancy, to caſt it in their teeth; that what 
they can ſay for themſelves, is to go for no- 
thing ; it is altogether inadmiſſible: they 
are no competent judges ; and why ſo, pray ? 
Oh, becauſe, forſooth, they are parties; 
they have an intereſt in the buſineſs ; their 
craft is in danger, &c. &c. vide the Friend 
to Reform, the Country Curate, ut Jabra 3 
and their other Partizans, paſſim. 


I think, if a retort beallowable, i it will ever 
be ſo here. Should it be deemed an uncour- 
teous one, I am ſure, at leaſt, it will be a ju/? 
one. | 

Pray then, Meſſrs. Aſſociators, how is it, 
that what you have to ſay for yourſelves, in 
your on cauſe, is to be admiſſible? How came 

you 


. 
you to be competent judges? Are you Parties, 
or are you not? Have you any intereſt in 
this buſineſs of Tithes, or not? Is your craft 
in danger, or is it not? For my part, I 
cannot but think that your craft is in dan- 
ger, namely, —of being detected. 


Away then, with your partial /eJf/aneſs, 
and your flippant pertneſs ; either admit the 
competency of both, or reject both ; the one 
pays, the other receives Tithes; they are, 
in truth, 49th parties; and the one hath as 
much rig/it to be heard, as the other; let 
but each pay a becoming regard to truth 
and fair argument; without theſe, let 
either, or both of them, be ſcouted and re- 
jected. 85 8 


It muſt appear curious to any perſon, 
who will but take the pains to examine and 
compare words or things, as they are uſed 
and underſtood at preſent, with the import | 
| B 2 3 


Berty, 
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and ſignification they bore in former times; 
he would be apt to conclude, that Things 
muſt have changed their natures, and 
Words their meaning. 


For inſtance, the words Liberty, 
Patriot, and Patriotiſm,” * Reformer,” 
&c. &. Now heretofore, by © Liberty,” 
« Engliſi Liberty,” * Conſtitutional Li- 
was meant, the being protected in 
all your Rights and Franchiſes, by the ſanc- 
tion of juft and equal Laws; in the modern 


ſenſe, its import is equivalent to zd licen- 


tiouſneſs ; to the wantonneſs of acting againſt, 
and being abave, all Law, and all Controul ; 
after the pattern of French Citizenſhip, and 
French Equality. 

% Patriot” and © Patriotiſm ;” thoſe 
highly venerable Words, in their former and 
genuine ſenſe and meaning, conveyed the 
ſignification of a /incere friend and lover of, 
and a genuine affection and regard towards, 

one's 


Eu 


one's Country; but in the modern ſenſe, 
theſe words are debaſed to the vileſt Pur- 
poſes, inſomuch, that they are (as Dr. Sa- 
MUEL. JoHNSON- has it) now become the 
laſt refuge of a raſcal. What would have 
been his definition of it, had he lived to ſee 
the effects and atrocities of this peſtilence of 
our day, this Galli-mania! And yet, ſtrange 
as it may ſeem, there have not been want- 
ing men among ourſelves, who have made, 
and are ftill making, ſtrenuous exertions ta 
introduce it, with all its horrors, into 
this free and happy Country 1! And that 
too, by thoſe who have the aſſurance to ſtile 
themſelves, and would fain be thought by 
others, to be, © Friends to the People,” J 
“Friends to Liberty and the Conſtitutim; 
to“ Reform; &c. &c. III * 


B 3 Such 


* Mr. Buxxe (who, by ringing the Alarm- Bell, is ſo juſtly 
entitled to the merit of having awakened, from their le- 
, thargy, the ſober Part of this country) obſerves, that, * wild 


10 and 
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Such Patriots, and ſuch Reformers, have 
the French Anarchiſts been; the Mar aTs, 
the RoBesPlIERREs, the BRissoTs, the 
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[#1 DanTons, the TALLIENs, and above all, 
| ö g that monſter Reformer and Patriot, the ci-de- 
ty vant Duke of Orleans: Such, indeed, were 
| a1 the ſneakmg exploits of this Arch-Patriot, 
[1 that he degraded himſelf from his No-Abi- 
01:4 lity, (vide T. Paine, ut ſupra) and re- 


queſted that he might be allowed the Sars 
Culotte Honour of aſſuming the name of 
© . Monſieur Egalite //! 


„This wretch, after having aſſiſted in 
ſheddin g the innocent blood of his Relation, 
and his Sovereign, (for he gave his vote for 
the King's death) the royal Conſort alſo, as 
well as the Ser of his Sovereign; (whoſe 
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and ſavage Inſurrection hath been prouling about our ſtreets, 
„ under the name of Reform.” And endeavours to put the 
Country on its guard againſt any Combination of great 
leading Men,” or of any ſort of Men,“ who may attempt 
to proceed in ſuch dangerous Courſes. * 


very 


( 23 ) 

very. ſex ſhould have protected them from 
inſult,) and deluged his country with the 
beſt blood in France; was, at laſt, himſelf 
overtaken by juſt vengeance, and fell himſelf 
under the Axe of the Guillotine. This 
reminds me of the Brazen Bull, the Fate of 
whe Artiſt; and, at laſt, of the Tyrant of 
Agrigentum himſelf, in their own inflrument, 
prepared for the torture of others. 


Neque enim lex æquior ulla 

« Quam necis artifices arte perice Sua: , | 

And unleſs they amend their ways and 
their doings, and that ſpeedily, may a fimilar 
judgment await the Leviathans, and the 
Catilines, of this Country ; who, under the 
wretched pretext of their being © Priends 
to the People,” would lead them on to Sedi- 


tion and Rebellion; and who, to gratify 
their abſurd Ambition, of gaining a little 
Sans-Culotte Popularity, would inſult, and 
| have inſulted, a benevolent Sovereign; have 
5 6: offered 


( 24 ) 
offered repeated violence to his fatred Per- 
on; would diſtreſs his Government 3. de- 
grade this Country, by giving Encouruge- 
ment and Support, to the common Enemies of 


this, and indeed of all other Countries, 
Sovereigns, and Governments ! | ! 


I have now only further to add, (which 
I can do with the greateſt Truth and Since- 
rity) that I have had no other view, in 
what I have written, than to defend the 
Properties of the Church of England, and its 
Clergy, againſt, what I conceive to be, the 
unjuſt machinations and attempts of thoſe, 
who would deprive them of their only 
Support and Maintenance; and alſo in pro- 
tecting their Perſons, and vindicating their 
Characters, againſt the ſhameful Miſrepre- 
ſentations, and illiberal Cthoguy, of a ſet of 
Men who affail them; though theſe very 


| Men cannot but be conſcious, at the ſame 


time, that whatever degrees of © Rapacity” 
| may 


1 


may have been exerciſed, or are no err. 
ciſing, that it cannot, conſiſtently with 
Truth and Juſtice, (let the guilt of Extor- 
tion reſt where it may) be ſaid to the 
Clergy, «T7 are the Men.“ 


One thing more have Lattempted. in a the 
Letters, but more eſpecially in this intro- 
ductory Preface, namely, to open the eyes 
of many honeſt: but deluded men among us; 
of men, many of whom may mean well, but 
who are, in truth, no better than the Dupes 
of the deep, crafty, and more dgſigning 
ones ; of a ſet of men who want to make 
uſe of them, only as ſtilts to their ambition 
and who, as ſoon as the purpoſes of their 
ambition, are, by their aid, effected, will not 
then heſitate, any longer, to throw off the 
maſk, avow their real (though before 

dark ) deſigns, and kick off their Tools, as 
of no further uſe to them; and then will 
theſe poor Dupes be, at aft, ſenſible, when 
it is 700 late, how miſerably they have been 


abuſed 
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abuſed and deceived ; they may then repent 
but will not be able to recall or redreſs the 
miſchief which they have been. inſtrumental 
in thus effefting.' 1p 


With 1 to the Author and his Per- 


formance, I have been careful, in the ft 


Places to ſecure to myſelf a good Intention, 
the mens conſeia recti; in addition to this, 
I confeſs myſelf to be ambitious of deſerv- 
ing the good opinion of my Friends ; and 
finally, the approbation of good and worthy 
Perſons of every en of pail Deno- 
mination. 1 8 


Theſe being once 3 1 am very 
little ſolicitous about, either the Cenſure 
or the Applauſe of, Men of an oppoſite 
defcription and character; or rather, I 


profeſs myſelf to be ambitious of /uch 
Men's diſ-approbation ; and ſhould the Au- 


thor, (if he comes to be known) or his 


Performance, or both, fall under their Cen- 


{ure 


( 27 ) 
ſure and Attack, I ſhall conſider it (inſtead 
of a Reproach) as a Compliment, to have 
fallen under the Laſh of ſuch Patriots; and, 
ſuch Reformers as theſe. wall we 


ADDENDA ro THE PREFACE. 


THE . DeteQtor of Miſrepreſentation” 
(towards the Cloſe of his Letter on Tithes) 
had expreſſed himſelf thus: Mio the 
„ Writer is, ſignifies little; for it is the « 
« Reaſon and Weight ot what is ſaid, and 
not who ſays it, that ought to be regard- 
1 * 


And he concluded that Letter thus: «If 
« you, Sir, or any of your Brother-Afſo- 
««ciators, have any Remarks to make; if 
<« there be any Part of this Argument, you, 
« or they, would controvert, or wiſh to 


« have 


( 28 ) 
have explained; the Writer will be ready 
«to attend to any thing, of Weight, which 
« either you or they may think fit to of- 
*% „ { 


The preſent Publication was ready for 


the Preſs, three Months ago, and hath been 


delayed for no other Purpoſe, but that they 
might have Time to reply to the Detector, 
if they had had any thing of Werght to offer. 


Had any thing of tis Sort been offered; 


any Thing of ſound Reaſoning or ſolid Argu- 
ment, the Detector would not (like their 
anonymous. Country Curate””) have ſculked, 
but would have paid it all due and becom- 
ing Notice and Attention, whether it had 
been wit or without a Name. a 


But, I now find, it is hopeleſs and vain to 
expect any thing, in the way of ſound Rea- 
Joning, or ſolid Argument, from Tithe- Aſſo- 

ciators or their Partizans: Such Weapons 

f | and 


10 


and ſuch Armour, they know not the Uſe 
of they have never proved them : Accord- 
ingly we find them declaring, in Effect, (at 
the laſt Meeting of their Society, held at 
the Hotel, in Exeter, on the Fair Day, May 
the 16th, 1796) that they will have No- 
thing to do with the Clergy or their Ad- 
yocates (in the rational and Gentleman-liłe 
May, I mean of fair Reaſoning or Argu- 
ment nor) otherwiſe than in their uſual 
Method and Stile of * It was unanimouſly 
reſolved” That the Writings of their Oppo- 
nents are full of! Miſ-quotation, Miſre- 
«« preſentation, and Illiberality, and “ be- 
* neath the Notice of their Society. And 
now what is all this but declaring, in 
other Words, that they will not anſiver, 
becauſe they know not what to ſay to it ? 


As Individuals, I would not treat any 
one of them with Contempt; but, conſi- 
dered as 2 n their Demeanour hath, 


through 


. 
wx -* - 
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through the Mole of this Bujineſs, been fo 
very low, mean, and illibera}, as to blaſt 
and diſgrace, (not to uſe the Word damn} 


even a good Cauſe. 1 35, e 


The infamous Proſcription Liſt, they 
have, however, naw wholly omitted ; and, 
for their Chairman's Sake, it was high 
Time for them to do ſo; for, had it been 
continued, it is impoſſible that he ſhould, 
much longer, have eſcaped the Chaſtiſement, 
ſuch Inſolence and per/ona/ Abuſe ſo juſtly 
merited. ¶Vide more to this Purport i in the 
ſecond Letter.) 


That it was the Dread of Punihment, 
rather than any Senſe of Shame, that re- 
ſtrained them from their wonted Perſonality, 
is clear from hence; that they do till beſtow 
their uſual Flowers of Rhetoric, in general 
Terms, on the Clergy, by their again © Re- 
« folving Unanimouſly” That Notorious 
« Inſtances of Exaction, do continue to 

Increaſe, 


(31) 

« jncreaſe;"” &c. For, Reader, it ſhould 
be noted, that thoſe tender-hearted and 
feeling Men brand every Advance, (made 
by the Clergy) with the opprobrious Names 
of Exaction, Rapacity, Extortion, 
« Fleecing their Flocks, &c. &c. and all 
this with the low Cunning of ſcreening 
themſefves from the Reſentment of a ſuffer- 
ing Public, for raiſing the Price of Corn, 
and all other Proviſions (on their Land- 
lords, their Parſons, and all other Con- 
ſumers) by throwing the Blame on, and 
imputing it all to the Parſon's Tithes!!! 
(See more of this in the Letters.) 


To apply ſuch Language and Abuſe 
agairiſt any Order or Set of Men i is moſt un- 
doubtedly highly illiberal and ſcurrilous; ; 
I mean that it is ſo in the Aggreſfors : But 
if, (in order to wipe off ſuch injurious. Af. 
perſions from an innocent Claſs of Men,) 


they 


(32 ) 


they ſhould happen to ak and ſo fall on 
the Heads of the guilty Accuſers, thoſe Men 
who provoked the Retort, (and made it 
neceſſary by Way of Self-defente) muſt not 
blame their Aſſallants, but eder for 
the Conſequences. 


The next Thing ca by 0 our modeſt 
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| Inquiſitors, at this Meeting, was a Teft/ 

| They had before objected tothe Payment of 
[i Tithes, as it was a © Remnant of Popery; 3 
; f and then introduced the very Dregs of Po- 
5 | fery, the Inquiſition !! (Vide the Letter on 


They do now object (as to'themſelves I 
mean) to the being tried by the Te of Ex- 
amination, by the Teſts of fair Reaſoning or 
Solid Argument; yet are they nevertheleſs 
for introducing a 7% of their own; which 

they would fain 7mpoſe on the Repręſenta- 
tives in Parliament; and which, they n//t, 
muſt be unequivocally ſubſcribed to, under 
the 


tw 
the Pains and Penalties, . of forfeiting their 
Support, and loſing their Votes, at the en- 
ſuing Election!!! 


Now this Matter of Fa# is given as 2 
curious Specimen, of the extreme Modeſty 


of the Devonſhire Tithe-Aſſociators !!! * 
And thus ended, (after having intro- 
duced to Notice the T'wo Hundred and 
h Sixty-= 
* Their Chairman and his Committee, it is underſtood, 
had really the modeſt aſſurance (for what is there the aſſurance 
of theſe modeſt Gentlemen will not attempt? 111) to hawk 
about, and make a tender of, their Teſt, their Votes—them- 
ſelves,—and their Aſſociation, to ſuch Candidates, as would 
ſabmit to the mean and abject condition of putting themſelves 
into leading-ſtrings ; and acting the Parts of Puppets under 
the guidance, direction, and controul, of the Yeoman-Tythe- 
Aſſociators ! A meanneſs and debaſement this, which, had it 
been ſubmitted to, could not but have degraded the character of 
any Gentleman; and rendered him unworthy of ſo high a truſt, 
as that of having the honour of repreſenting this great and 
opulent County in Parliament. They meaſured others by 
their own narrow ſtandard ; but they found they had to do 
with gentlemen, who had about them a becoming ſenſe of ho- 
nour and delicacy. In a word, they met with ſuch a Recep- 
tion as they merited, and ſuch as they might and ought to have 

expected; and are now mortified by finding themſelves totally 
_ diſappointed. - 
C 


( 34 ) : 
Sixty- ſeven Bideford Parchment-Men and 
their Subſcription) the Proceedings of the 
laſt Meeting of the Tythe- Society; authen- 
ticated (after thanking him, "as uſual, for 
his Conduct in the Chair) by the Signa- 
ture of T. BRADpRI DOG, Eſq. Chairman 
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10 
THOMAS BRADRIDGE, E/. 
Minn 


OF THE 


DEVONSHIRE TITHE ASSOCIATION. 
AND THROUGH HIM 
TO THE SOCIETY AT LARGE 


SIR, 

N this free and happy Country, Propetty of 
all ſorts, whether lodged in public or in 
private Hands, is held to be ſacred; being all 

equally under the Safe-guard and Protection 
of Law: And there is no Set of Men among 
us who have a quicker Diſcernment of, or are 
more feelingly alive to, the Equity and Ne- 
ceſſity of this /ega/ Protection of Property, than 
you, Gentlemen, of the Tithe-Aſſociations; 
as far I mean as your own Intereft and Property 
is concerned ; but, when that is once ſecured 
3 | to 


— — —— 


3 

to you, I am ſorry to obſerve, that (ſuch is the 
difference between paying and receiving) you 
are then for ſtopping ſhort, and ſeem unwil- i | 
ling that the Protection, which you yourſelves 
have received, ſhould be extended to the Pro- 
perty of orer Men ! 


In France their execrable Tyrants paſſed a 


Law, which they ſtiled the Law of the Maxi- 


num; whereby a Price was fixed on the Far- 
mers' Property; and beyond it they dared not 
to ſell any of the Productions of their own 
Eſtates ; and by a Reguiſition of their Conven- 


tion, were not only compe/led to part with their 
Hay, their Corn, and all their other Products, 
at the Price thus fixed; but inſtead of Caſh, 
were obliged to accept their Afrgnats | in Pay- 


ment. 


In this free Country we have no Maxi- 
mums, no Requiſitions to ref your Property 
from you; you diſpoſe of it when, to whom, 
T had almoſt ſaid at what Price you pleaſe: 
The Conſumer pays for every thing; your Corn, 
91 | | your 


EW 
your Hay, your every Product hath been 
| doubled, in many Articles treb/ed in their Price, 
within a few Years ! Now to buy 'as cheap, 
and to ſell as dear as you can, you hold to be, 
in yourſelves, very allowable ; but when you 
look towards your Landlords, and eſpecially 
towards the Parſon, you then begin to think 
ſome Moderation and Refri&jon to be neceſſary. 


- The Rents of Eſtates, and the Value of Tithes, 
muſt and ought to riſe or fall in Proportion to 
the Price and Value of the Productions: Since 
therefogg, you exact of your Landlords, and of 
your: Parſons, (for your Corn, your Hay, and 
every other Commodity you ſell them) donble or 
treble the Prices you uſed to charge them heres 
tofore ; what have you to expect, but that the 
one wilt demand a higher Rent for his Eſtate, 
whenever you come to renew your Leaſe; and 
the other require an Advance on his Tithes ? 
Indeed without it, how can either of them 
live, and maintain their Families? 


But though many of you are apt to make an 
outcry, when your Landlords advance the 
C 3 Price 


* 


* 
| 
| 
| 
: 
' 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
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Price of their Eſtates; yet (many of your/elves 


being Land-owners, as well as Renters of Land) 
you have not been hardy enough hitherto, to 
propoſe any Refraint, any Maximum, or Re- 
quifition, on the Properties of your Landlords : 
All your Machinatians and Attempts have, as 
yet, been levelled againſt the Clergy only; againſt 


' whom you would ſtir up the Reſentment of the 


Country, by a general Cenſure on the © Ra- 
pacity of the Parſons” ; thoſe © Exafors of 
Tithes from the induſtrious Farmer, 8c. &c. 


And as to the ſacred Patrimony of the Church, 


viz. the Tithes; you execrate them as a 
Remnant of Popery” ; which ought to have 


been ſwept away, with its other fooleries, at 
the Reformation !!! | 


Thus light do you make, Gentlemen, of 
the ſacred Property of the Clergy ; which is ; 
which ought; and which, I truſt, ever ze! be, 
no leſs ſecured and protected by the Laws of 
the Land, than the Eſtates and Properties of 
any Layman whatſoever. 


Did 


( 39) 


Did the Clergy ſtand in need of any Te/tims- 
nium for their good Temper and great Mode- 
ration; a ſtronger, or a more convincing one, 
could not be wiſhed for, than that, out of this 
extenſi ve Dioceſe, ſo very few can be found, 
(for more you would have enumerated, no 
doubt, if you could have found them,) who, 
notwithſtanding the equity of an advance, as 
well as the Provocations they undergo, from 
unmerited Calumny, and continued A4 repre- 
ſentation; ſo very few, can yet be found, wh6 
have afually made any Advance in thelr | 
Tithes! And even in thoſe few Pariſhes you 
have mentioned, you ought ſurely, Gentle- 
men, (if you would ſupport the Character you 
lay Claim to, for Truth and Fair-repreſentation) 
to have ſpeciſied, whether the Advance made, 
was by a Layman, or a Clergyman. 


i #4 1 
„ 
- * 


In two Inſtances in the Vicinity of Exeter, 
viz. at Colebrooke and at Pinhoe, it was noto: 
riouſly done by Laymen, who were Farmers, 
and one of them at leaſt was (as to the other 
of them I am. not t lo —_ A Ti. Aue 

. C4 ange 
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with you; tho' tis ſaid you have fince expelled | 
him from among you as a falſe and —_—— 
Brother. | 


For you are to know, Gentlemen, that a 
Farmer, or an Aſociator, (tho' he hath been 
bawling againſt, and execrating Tithes all his 
Life-time) no ſooner becomes a Poſſe or of 
 Tithes himſelf, than the Eyes of his Under- 
ſtanding are opened at once, and he tien ſees 
clearly the Reaſon and Equity of demanding 
them, in their utmoſt Latitude and Extent. _ 


Thus the Pindoe Farmer; who had, with the 
utmoſt Virulence, abuſed, perſecuted, and ill - 
treated a former Proctor, for making the very 
moderate Demand of about Five Shillings an 
Acre for Corn ; hath diſcovered, fince he became 
Poſſeſſor of the Tithes kimſeff, that they are 
well worth Sixteen Shillings per Acre; a Price he 
demanded, and actually received, laſt year!!! 

They 


* This n is admitted to be the true one, as well by the 
Receiver as by the Payer of the Tithe; and yet one who ſtiles 
himſelf Vindex, preſumes to contradict it; but the man is a 
iorry advocate indeed, and only makes a bad matter worſe. 


64) 


They may hang him in Effigie if they will, 
but-he cares not; he will have his Sixteen Shil- 
lings per Acre Tithe for all that; he can fit 
ſnugly at Home in his Chimney's Corner, and 
ſing to the Tune of 


Populus me fibilat, at mibi plaudo 
Ipſe domi, fimul ac nummos contemplor in arcã. 


Such Practice however, and ſuch Practi- 
tioners as theſe, are not without their uſes. 
The Clergy are thereby taught, from the very 
befl authority, viz. that of the Farmers themſetves, 
what is the true and real value of their Tithes; 
for when' Sixteen Shillings per Acre is demanded 
by one Farmer, and is actually paid by another, 
you have the Judgment of both, as to the true 
Ratio and Value of the Tithes, 


But whatever rapacious Exactious may be 
made by Laymen, whether they be Farmers, or 
Aſſeciators, or both; I am confident the Clergy 
{tho ſome Advance may, with juſt Reaſon, be 


ex * 


And as to what he ſays about, © Black cattle, « 8 and 
Hoofs, it is ſuch poor, mean, low ſtuff, that I will not ſoil my 
fingers, by meddling with ſuch traſh, 


2 


— 
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e will, by no means, be induced to 
follow ſuch Examples; and when their own 
low Demands are compared with /uch Exactians 
4 theſe, it muſt afford ſuch a. e contraſt, 
as not only to ſet the Moderation of the Clergy 
in a very conſpicuous Point of View; but, one 


would think, ſhould induce the Land-holders 

to pay their Tithes to their Parſons, with Good- 
i weill and Chearfulneſs, inſtead of Uneaſineſß and 
3 Grudging. 1 | 


Whenever, or ee your Devonſhire © 
Tithe-Aſſociation is mentioned, the firſt obvious 
Enquiry is; whether the Farmers and Yeo- 
manry of this Dioceſe are more aggrieved by 
iN the Payment of Tithes, than the Reſt of the 
8 Kingdom? If not, why are you ſo diſcon- 

L! tented? Nay, you are not only diſcontented 
3 and querulous yourſelves, but would vain ſpread 
3 your Ill humour to other Parts of the Kingdom; 
3 for i in your Advertiſement of the 25th of May, 
1795, ſubſcribed by you, as Chairman of your 
| | Society, you ſpeak thus; © this Meeting can- 
| not avoid repeating their 7/54, that the Gen- 
I '« tlemen' 


(4) 
« tlemen and Veomen of ather Counties, would 
publicly declare their Sentiments on this 
« very intereſting Subject“; and join you in 
„ complaining of Hardſhips and Burthens, 
« which are, as you ſay, obvioully oppreſlive.” 


That you have ſuch wes as theſe will eafily 
be credited; what real Cauſe you have, for fuck 
wiſhes, and ſuch attempts, it may be difficult to 
diſcover. The Truth of the Fact is, that (tho? 
the Clergy of England, inſtead of being rapa- 
cious ExaQtors of Tithes, are, in general, mo- 
derate in their Demands, yet that) none are 
dif poſed to make greater Sacrifices, for the Sake 
of Peace, than the Clergy of this Dioceſe ; and 
that (unleſs they are compelled to it, by the 
Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs of the Land-hol- 
ders) they ſeldom take their Tithes in Kind, 
but are always diſpoſed to accept of the Far- 
mer a moderate Compoſition in lieu of them. 


Let me aſk you then, Gentlemen, on what 
Grounds is your Society formed ? What pe- 
culiar Hardſhips do you Labour under? What 

5 a 
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are your real Views? As to your often/ible ones, 
we know them. 


Now in every Undertaking, where Men of 
Honour and Probity are concerned, ttwo Points 
are eſſentially neceſary; the firſt is, that the 
Object of it be in itſelf fair, juſt, and honourable ; 
the other, that the Means uſed in the Purſuit, 
and employed towards the Attainment of it, 
be ſuch, as are alſo ſtrictly conſiſtent with 


Honour and Juſtice. 


If there be any Defect in either of theſe, 
the Object in View, (how deſirable or benefi- 


cial ſoever it may be in other Reſpects) ought 
never to have been undertaken, or ſhould be 


- immediately relinquiſhed. 


By this Teſt and Touchſtone then, it greatly 
behoves you, Gentlemen, of the Tithe-Aſſo- 


ciations to examine your own Conduct, and 


that of your Aſſociates. 


No the Object you profeſs to have in View, 
and which you are labouring at, with ſo much 
Zeal and Aſſiduity, is the Abo/ition of Tithes, 

ar- 
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or as you chuſe to expreſs yourſelves of Tithes 
is Kind. 


Now this Object may be rig/t, or it may be 


wrong, according to Circumſtances. If it can be 


obtained, without Injury or Injufice to the Pro- 
perty of any Max, or Set of Men, it then be- 
comes a fair Object of Diſcuſſion and Treaty. 


And if any Mode of Compenſation can be diſco- 


vered, and a Conſideration of adequate Value to 
the Tithes, can be ſettled on, and ſecured to, the 


Church and Clergy in lien of them, ſo that the 


jarring Intereſts of the Clergy and Laity in 
Reſpect to Tithes, may be thereby conciliated, 
and every Cauſe of Jealouſy and Animoſity be 
removed ; if your Undertaking, Gentlemen, 
be founded on ſuch Principles as theſe ; with a 
View to ſo good an End; and it be conducted 
alſo, as to its Manner, with all that Decency 
and Decorum, which is ſo juſtly due to ſuch a 
venerable and highly reſpectable Order of 
Men as the Clergy of England; theſe Requifites 
being complied with, I ſhall, for one, heartily 
wiſh you Succeſs in your Undertaking: But 

bene | without 
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without them, this Patrimony of the Churth ; this 2 
ſacred Property of the ae muſt not be tourkhed 
at all. 


Now this Patty of Tithes, (I ſpeak not 
here of Lay- impropriations,) we well know 
cannot, and it is fit it ſhould not, be alienated by 
the Poſſeſors, but it muſt paſs wiimpaired to 
their Succeſors. But then it will be ſaid, it 
may be done by the Legi/lature. 


We have indeed heard of ſuch a thing as the 
Omnipotence of Parliament ; and it becomes not 


me to ſay, what the Britiſh Legiſlature may, 


or may not, have the Power to do; but one 


thing I may venture to ſay, that it 2047 not 


give its Sanction to Wrong and Injuſtice. 


A Jacobine French Convention might, and 
I make no doubt would, lay violent Hands on 


It, as they have done on the Revenues of their 


own Clergy and Nobility. But we have the Fe- 
licity to live under a happy Conflitution ; where 
Property, of all Kinds, is held to be ſacred, and 
is all equally under the Safe-guard and Protection 
of Law; and the Honour of a Britiſh Parlia- 

| | ment, 


6 
ment, and a Britiſh Legiſlature; is of a very dif- 
ferent Caſt and Complection, from the /eve/ling 
Iniguity of a French Convention who, whilſt they 
are committing the moſt atrocious Crimes, would 
yet inſult the underſtanding of Mankind, by 
| impudently pretending, that they are ſup- 
porting the Rights of Man ? 


s Theſe preliminary Requiſites being thus 
ſetled, and complied with, let us now exa- 
mine how, and in what Manner, you Tithe- 
Aſſociators of the County of Devon have con- 
ducted yourſelves, in this great, weighty, and 
important Concern; which implicates in it 
nothing leſs than the Property and Mainte- 
nance of the whole Chergy of England. 


Now in the Proſecution of ſuch a Buſinefs 
as this, every Degree of good Temper and Ci- 
vility towards the Clergy, was proper and ne- 
ceſſary; every Degree of Miſrepreſentation; 
every Sort of unmerited Obloquy ; all unjuſt Infi- 


nations, with a View to ſet the public Mind 


againſt them, and render them odiaus, ought 
to have been carefully abſtained from and 
20 avoided. 
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avoided. You muſt now allow me, Mr. Chair- 
man, to bring the Behaviour of yourſelf and 
your Brother-aſſociates to the Teſt and Touch- 
ſtone of Examination, on theſe Particulars. 


Now the moſt prominent Features in your 
various Publications are, the uncharitable and 
ſevere Reflections you caſt on the Clergy ; 
whom you repreſent, or rather mi{-repreſenhy 
as © rapacious Exaftors” of Tithes ; as © Op- 
<« preſſors of the induſtrious Farmer, and the 
* laborious Huſbandman,” from whom they 
« gripe their Tithes, with the Hand of Op- 
e preſfſiou,” &c. &c. And what is more cu- 
rious than all the Reſt, you more than in/innare, 
that the preſent exorbilqhi Price (which you 
yourſelves levy, on the Conſumer, for all your 
Commodities) is owing, and to be attributed, 
to the Parſons' Tithes! Would it not behove 
you and your Aſſociates, Mr. Chairman, to 
look well to yourſeluves, and to ſee whether the 
Extortioners, and rapacious ExaCtors, are not 
to be found rather among another Set of 


Men? 


But, 
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But, perhaps, you may think it clever, 
whilſt you and your Brother-afſociators, by 
means of your enormous Gains, are, every Day, 
rapidly ſtarting up from Yeomen, into the Rank 
of Eſquires ; I ſay, (while you are thus putting 

all the Gains into your oton Pockets) you may 
think it clever, if you can nevertheleſs manage 
the Matter ſo artfully, and with ſo much Ad- 
dreſs, as to throw all the Odium and Reſent- 
ment on the Clergy. You may, and I make 
no doubt but you do hugg and felicitate your- 
Zelves upon this Cunning. But let me aſk you, 
where is the Honeſty of ſuch Conduct? 


O fye, Mr. Chairman, why will you compel 
me, in Juſtice to thoſe naughty Parſons, (who 
are ſuch poor patient Men, that they will fit 
ſtill, and ſubmit to be buffeted by their Ca- 
lumniators, rather than take the Trouble to 
defend themſelves!!!) to unmaſk you, by thus 
calling you 20 Order? A word in your Ear, 
Mr. Chairman; it is fooliſh, for thoſe who 


keep a China Shop, to encourage the throwing 
of Stones. 


D But 
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But there is another Complaint preſents it- 
{elf againſt you Tithe- aſſociators, viz. your In- 
conſiſtency; for notwithſtanding all your Zeal 


againſt Popery in the Article of Titles, that 
« fad Remnant,” which ought to have been 


ſuept away at the Reformation; yet you your- 
ſelves are for ſetting up (or rather have ſet up) 


in this Country, he very worſt Inflitution of Po- 


pery, the Inquiſition ; and you yourſelf, Mr. 
Chairman, are the Grand-Inquiſitor ! Some of 


your Agents and Informers, however, ſeem to 


be a Set of ſhabby Fellows; and if you are not 
aware of them, will be apt to draw down Diſ- 


grace upon you, as they did lately in the Af- 


fair of Oatfard; the Gentlemen and honeſt 
Yeomanry of which Pariſh, very much to. their 
Credit and Reputation, ſtood forth in Vindi- 


cation of their injured Miniſter. 


Many other of the Caſes may, for aught I 
know, be ſimilar to this; for if any &f you 
refractory Aſſociators take it into your Heads, 
to withhold his Dues from their Parſon, and 
thereby compel him to take his Dies in Kind ; 

| pour 


1 


your Way is, (upon the ex parte Information of 
the Culprit himſelf, at your Office} to ſet down 
the © Parſon” in your Liſt of Proſcriptions, and 
to advertiſe him in the Newſpapers in ter- 


rorem. 


This, no doubt, is So with a View to; iti. 
midate the Clergy; ; and to deter them from 
demanding their juſt Dues : But may it not, 
in ſome, produce. a contrary Effect? May not 
ſome of them (not being poſſeſſed of altogether 
ſo much Patience under Abuſe, as the Geng- 
raliiy of their Brethren, and finding that they 
are to be thus flagrantly abuſed and inſulted, 
whether right or wrong) reſolve not to be abuſed 
any longer, for Nothing; and being thus put 
upon .their Mettle, demand their Dues, (if not 
to their full Extent). at leaſt a Compoſition 
more adequate to the rea/ Value of them; and 
if they ſhould do this, you may thank your- 
ſelves for the Conſequence. 


But, as far as ever I have been able to 


obſerve, the Clergy, if they are fairly treated, 
D 2 are 
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I 
are uſually diſpoſed to accept of very reaſon- 
able and moderate Compoſitions for their/Tithes. 


Where there are any Examples of rigorous 
Exactueſs, they are ſeldom, if ever, aſcribable to 
the Clergy. They are the Lay-Impropriators; 
more | eſpecially the Farmers themſelves, when 
they become, as they frequently do, 'Tithe- 
Proftors; it is theſe Men who are uſually the 
rapacious Exaftors of Tithes ; (as in the Inſtance 


of the Sixteen Shillings per Acre Man ;) for it 


mould be obſerved, that the Clergy are ſome- 


times obliged to have recourſe to ſuck Men, 
through the Caprice, Obſtinacy, Fraud, and 
Injuſtice of their Pariſhioners ; who thus ex- 


Poſe themſelves to the Tyranny and Oppreſ- 


ſion of © thofe, who know full well the Value 
of landed Property ; ; and who, having no other 
Motive to engage in the Collection of Tithes, 


than to enrich themſelves, will not abate the 


ſmalleſt Part of their Demand. 


We | Indeed; I am inclined to think, that (were I 


the Foſſeſſor of the Tithes of you and your 
* F Aſſociates) 


(-.- 


Aſſociates) I ſhould call you all together, and 
make you ſome Propoſal to the following Pur- 


Port: 71 


- Gentlemen, You are all conſcious how very 
low and reaſonable I (like the Generality of my 
Brethren) have always been with you in my 
Compoſitions in lien of Tithes; though I am 
now about to make ſome Advance, yet I mean 
to be /ti/l very moderate with you; and as a 
Proof of it, (whilſt you are /evying upon me, and 
upon all other Conſumers, a treble Price for all 
the Commodities you ſell us) 7 will do no more 


than double my Tithes on yor. 


Now, Gentlemen, could you have the Face 
to object to ſuch a reaſonable Propoſal as this? 
Would you abuſe me, as an Oppreſſor of the poor 
induſtrious Farmer? As a rapacious Exactor of 


Tithes, &c. &c.? Eſpecially when I ſhould 
add (as I certainly ſhould do) that whenever 


your treble Advance ſhould be brought back 
and reduced, to its former ſcale and level; my 
double Advance ſhould alſo be brought back to 
its former ſcale and level And that, in future, 
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( 54 ) 
its riſe and fall (like a Barometer) would de- 
pend on the Ratio you yourſelves ſhould de- 


mand, for your Corn, your * and your 
other Commodities. 


Should you refuſe to accede to ſo reaſonable ' 
a Propoſal, I would take my Tithes n Knd ; 
for to talk of Tithes, Taxes, or any Sort of 
Revenue is nugatory, unleſs there be ſome 
Method, whereby the Claimants may enforce 
the Payment of them. 


Now the Church and the Clergy are as fully 


| Intitled to their tenth Parts, as all the Proprie- 


tors of Lands are to the other nine; and the 
only way to enforce the Payment of Tithes, 
(when the Payer and Receiver cannot agree 
upon a Compoſition in lieu of them) is by 


having Recourſe to the Right of taking them 


in Kind. 


Now, I ſay, would you, Gentlemen Aſſo- 
ciators, inſtead of complying with ſo reaſonable 
a Propoſal, kick at it? Injult your Parſon ? Set 
him down in your Lift of Proſcriptions? Adver- 

tiſe 


1 


tiſe him, and hang him up. in the Nerwſpapers- 
in terrorem ? 


This hath been your uſual Method of acting 
while you yourſelves are Jevying upon the Public 
ad libitum ; you would refrain the Clergy from 
making any Advance (at leaſt any adequate 
Advance) in their Tithes ; and when, by ſuch 
Conduct, you have driven them to the Neceſfity 
of taking them in Kind; you then ſet them 
down in your Proſcription Liſt as Exactors, for 
doing, what you yourſelves have compelled them 
to do; you make Uſe of unmerited Reflec- 
tions, and illiberal Invectives to bring an 
Odium upon, and to direct the public Reſent- 
ment (that it may not fall on your/e/ves) againſt 
the Clergy. I will appeal, with Confidence, 
for the Truth of my Aſſertions, to the Publi- 
cations of you, and of your Partizans; to the 
Advertiſements authenticated by your Name, as 
Chairman of your Society; or to the various 
Publications of your Partizans, under the Sig- 
natures of © Friends 10 Reform ;” the aſſumed 
Signature of a“ Country Curate;” I call this 
D 4 the 
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the aſumed Signature; for I verily believe, (I'm 
ſure I hope it) that there is not to be found, 
among the c/erical Flock, ſuch a ſcabbed Sheep. 


Its real Tendency and Dejign cannot, by any 
Art, Trick, or Sophiſtry of the Writer, be 
concealed : After making it a Vehicle for a 
few low Sneers on the Clergy, (ſuch as that 
the Commiſſion to the firſt Teachers of © feed 
my Sheep,” was conſtrued, by our modern Clergy, 
into © fleece my Sheep”) it contains an attack 
on the Revenues of the Church and Clergy, 


which theſe Men want to lay their violent and 


rapacious Hands on: One Piece of Reform I 


will give them full Credit for ; in this Inſtance 


they would wiſh to make the Church truly 
Primitive, namely, by reducing it to its State 
of Primitive Poverty; but before the Clergy 
can conſent to be thus plundered, under the 
Namie of Reform, it behoves them to have 
better Proofs, than you can or will give them, 
that you Lay-Aſſociators do poſſeſs the Zeal 
and Piety of the primitive Laiety; for theſe, we 
read, ſold "wn Poſſeſſions and Lands, and 

| brought 


1 
brought the Price, and laid it. at the Apoſtles” 
Feet. 


| Now, Gentlemen, can you put your Hands 
upon your Hearts, and ſay, with a ſafe con- 
ſcience, that you are prepared to follow ſuch 
Examples as theſe? If not, how can you ex- 
pect that the Clergy will be ſuch poor Dupes, 
as to ſuffer you thus to plunder them? 


There is yet another Drift, which this Wri- 
ter has in View; and that is, to put the infe- 
rior Clergy in ill Humour, with their beneficed 
and dignified Brethren. 


What an Opinion muſt this Man have of 
the yet unbeneficed Clergy! He would now 
fain (becauſe it better ſuits his preſent Purpoſe) 
ſhift the State of the Queſtion from * the 
Clergy's Right to Tithes,” to the © Mono- 
polies of Church Preferment,” and to an at- 


tack on “ Cathedral Churches,” which he 
ſtiles the © Hateful Relics of Papal Power,” 
cc. &c. 


He then recommends it to the Conſideration 
of the © unbeneficed Clergy, regardleſs of the 
« Taunts 


14 
i | 


3 
« Taunts and Jealouſies of thelr eccleſiaſtical 
« Syperiors, to make their Caſe the ſeparate 
Object of a particular Petition to Parliamem; 
and finally aſſures them, that they will find: 
e ſuch Support, from every Claſs of Men,” and 
<« that too © from the he and puręſt Motives,” 
(O to be ſure, who can doubt of this, from 
fuch immaculate Men as theſe) as will, pro- 
bably, * enſure Succeſs.” Riſum teneatis ? 


Ibis Effect it muſt have, unleſs, the Venom 


and Malignity of ſuch Reformers, ſhould rather 
excite your Indignation. 


But under whatever ſpecious Diſguiſe, thoſe 
canceited Men, with atfetted Names, may 
write; their Drift and Deſign always tend to 
the fame Object, viz. to lay their Hands on 
the Revenues of the Church and Clergy ; and 
to frip them of their Support and Maintenance, 
under the hacknied Term of Reform; a Term in 
Uſe among all Quack modern Reformers, whe- 
ther in Church or State; and indeed there 1s a 
near Alliance between the one and the other ; 
« Our Church and State (ſays a celebrated Wri- 
ter and Speaker) form but one Syſtem ; 

£ «whatever 
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« whatever hurts the (urch, hurts the State; 
__ << whatever weakens the Credit of the Gover- 
e nor of the Church, takes away from the Civil 
« Pozwer a Part of its Strength, and flakes the 
< whole Conflitution.” 


In ſuch Times as the preſent, when Attempts 
are making, by inſidious Men among us (in 
Imitation of French Jacobiniſm, with their 
viſionary and impracticable Theories of Equa- 
lity, and their Rights of Man) againſt our 
excellent Conſtitution both in Church and State 
(which they would level with the Duſt) the 
Defence and Support of them become the 
common Cauſe of all, who are Friends and 
Well-wiſhers to their Country ? 


Thus it is the PaixEs and the PRIESTLEYS 
would fain reform away our happy and envied 
_ Conſtitution. The firit by deſtroying Monarchy, 
and every Diſtinction of Order and Subordi- 
nation; and in Exchange for a King and a 
Houſe of Peers, would ſubſtitute French Jaco- 
biniſm, French Fraternity, French Equality, 
French Sans- Culottiſi, and the Rights of Man. 

a The 
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The other hath © laid his Train, to blow up 
the ©, E/abli/hed Religion,” that Glory and Bul- 
wark of the Reformation, the Church of Eng- 


land; eſpecially Epiſcopacy, that primitive and 


eſſential Part of it; and what hath he to pre- 
ſent us in lieu of it ? His Socinianiſm, perhaps, 
or ſome other of his wild Vagaries. 


- Bleſſed Reformers! Who call Evil, Good; 


and Good, Evil; put Darkneſs for Light; and 
Light for Darkneſs; Bitter for Sweet; and 
Sweet for Bitter. But a Prophet hath de- 


nounced a Moe againſt ſuck Reformers as theſe. 
A few Things yet remain which, before I con- 


. clude, I think it may be proper to ſpeak to. 


One is, to render that Juſtice, which I think 
to be their Due, to that uſeful Claſs of Men, 


the honeſt Farmers and Yeomanry of this 
Country. Notwithſtanding all the inſidious 
Arts that have been uſed to irritate them 
- againſt the Clergy; I believe a large Propor- 


tion of them do ſtill retain a proper Reſpect 


and eſteem for their Miniſters ; and J will not 


- follow 
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follow ſo ill an Example as to caſt indiſcri. 
minate Reflections on, or to /tigmatiſe a whole 
Body of Men, for the Unreaſonableneſs of ſome 
Individuals among them. Even among your 
Tithe-Aſſociators, I have the Charity to be- 
lieve; that there are a great many honeſt, well- 
meaning Men, who would not take a Part in 


the Machinations againſt the Clergy, were not 
their Judgments miſled by the plauſible So- 
phiſtry, of more deep and deſigning Men. 


As to the Land-owners, let them obſerve, 
that no Manner of Injury is done to them, by 
the Payment of Tithes: All Purchaſes of Land, 
whether by them or their Anceſtors, have, for 
many Centuries paſt, been made ſubject to the 
Payment of Titles, and ſo much the cheaper on 
that Account ; ſo that ſhould any ſuch Lands 
be now exempred from Tithes, ſo .much Value 
and Property would be taken from the Proprietor 
of the Tithes ; and veſted in whom? In the 
Proprietor of the Land, who never paid any Conſt 
deration at all for it. Can this be Juſtice? And 
as to thoſe Farmers, who are only Renters. f 
Land ; 


* 


. 
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Land; they would be uo way benefited by it, ſince 
their Lend/ords would infallibly raiſe their 
Rents, in an equal or greater Proportiou, before 
they granted their Tenants a new Leaſe. on 


the Land. Ez 
Thus have I endeavoured, to lay before you, 
your Brother Aſſociators, and the honeſt Yeo- 
manry of the Country in general, the true State 
of this Matter of the Payment of Tithes; not 
without a Hope, that many among you, who 
have 4itherto. been miſled and deceived, may 
ſee Things in their proper Light; and, from 
henceforth, may refrain from that unmerited 


* Obloquy againſt the Parſons, and thoſe injurious 
Attempts that have been made, and are fill 


making, againſt the /egal Properties of the Clergy ; 


and thereby to place, according to a trite 


Adage, von every Horſe, his own Saddle.” 
Who the Writer is ſignifies little; for it is 


the Reaſon and Weight of what is ſaid, and not 


who ſays it, that ought to be regarded. 


Perhaps, it may become me to nuke tia 


Apology to the dignified and beneficed Clergy, 
NP” (who 
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3 have ſo great a Stake to defend, and who 
have among them ſo many able Men, of ſupe- 
rior Abilities) and to deſire their Excuſe. for 
having volunteered i it, in ſo weighty an Under- 
taking. 


But ſince it hath been a common Objection 
ogainſt them that, as they have a perſonal Iure- 
rel in the Buſineſs, they are, on that very A- 
conn, © unfair and incompetent Judges; and 
are apt to be repreſented as being in the ſame 
Predicament as DzeMETRIUs and his Crafts- 
men, ) the preſent Writer, who: ſtands claar of 
any ſuch Objection, may be conſidered as being, 
in hat Reſpect, fitter, for undertaking the Ar- 
gument in Defence of Titles, than even they are. 


Let me aſſure you that (were Conſcience out of 
the Queſton) the Iutereſ of the Writer, would 
lead him, as it does many others, to endeavour 
the Abolition of Tithes. By this, he would be a 
Gainer, by the other, he never expects to be ſo. 
Suffice it to ſay, that he is equally a Well- 


wither to the Clergy, and to the Laiety; deſirous 
9 8 SE that 
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that equal uftice ſhould be rendered, and 4 
Prolection be extended to them both ; and that, 
| Inſtead of mutual Jealouſies and Animoſities, 


Peace, Harmony, and good Will, may ven 
among Men. 


I you, Sir, or any of your Brother Aſſoci- 
ators, have any Remarks to make; if there 
be any Part of this Argument, you or they 
would controvert, or wiſh to have explained; 
the Writer will be ready to attend to any 
Thing of Weight, which eithey | you or yy 
may think fit to offer. 


1 remain, 
Your Humble Servant, 


„Jans s ©. 58 A Para OF Tirnzs, 
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dun A Dericran OF + MISREPRESENT-ATION: 
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AI. ET TEIA W 
— 


TO 


THOMAS BRADRIDGE, Ex. 


CHAIRMAN 


.OF THE 


DevonsniREe TitHt-AsSOCIATION ; 


T the firſt Formation and Commence 
ment of your Tithe-Aſſociation, you ſat 


out, as is ufual in ſuch Caſes, with fair and 
plauſible Pretences; you profeſſed that your 


Views were honourable and juſt; that you 
a meant no Injury or Injuſtice to the Church; 
no Diſreſpect to its Clergy; that your Object 
was not the Pillage or Plunder of the Church; 


nothing was intended, but barely an Alteration, 


by changing the Mode of collecting the Tithes 


. * 


in Kind, and ſubſtituting in its Place, ſome 
adequate Commutation,” ſome © equitable 


Equivalent,” in lieu of it. | | 
E Now 
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Now, Sir, bad you, in the Proſecution 
of this weighty Undertaking, conducted your- 
ſelves on ſuck Principles as theſe; had your 
Actions been in Uniſon with your Profeſſions ; had 
vou held an egua/ Balance between the Clergy 
and the Laiety; had your Deportment, to- 
wards the former, been decent and reſpectful; 
I will venture to ſay, you would have had the 
good Wiſhes and. Coneurrence, not of the 
Laiety only, but of a very large Part of the 
Clergy alſo, towards an Wann 2 com- 
eee and thus conducted : 

But when, (inſtead of giving a fair State- 
ment of Facts and confining yourſelves to 
fair Reaſoning on thoſe Facts, ) you unhappily 


5 deyiated into illiberal Reflections on the Clergy 
SS be | general, and deſcended to Perſonalities againſt 
Individual among them ; ſince your ſubſequent 
Conduct and Demeanor have been ſuch, as to 
« furniſh a Demonſtration, that your ofenſible Rea- 
wo © ſons were one Thing, your real Deſigus ano- 
ther; what other Tendency can all this have, 
but to produce Auen and IIl-will between 


the 


a 


the Clergy and their Pariſhioners ; inſtead of . 
that Chriſtian Love and Charity which ever 
org lit, and which every good Man would wiſh, 
to be promoted and maintained between 
them? You ſhould carefully have refrained 
from making Uſe of Provecatives ; ſince Crimi- 
nation as naturally produces Re- crimination; as 
Action produces Ad 153004 


But you, Sir, your Partizans, or your Abet- 
tors by low and mean Invectives, (totally in- 
conſiſtent with the Decency and Decorum 
which ſhould characterize Gentlemen) about 
« Sacerdotal Avarice, the * Rapacity,“ the 
_ * Extortions,” the © Exactions, the * Oppreſ- 
ſions of the Parſons in fleecing their Flocks,” have 
endeayoured to ſtigmatize, to- miſrepreſent, 
to blacken them, in their fair and honeſt 
Fame, in order to depreciate them in the Eſti- 
mation they held in the Public Mind and 


Opinion. (Vide the Writings of theſe 85 5 


| 3 and their Partizans paſſim.) 


20 


Mos, Sir, though you are not Yeſponfible for ; 
the Traſh of every anonymous Scribler of your 
Ez. | Pay 
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OS 


Party, (ſuch as the mock © Country Curate,” 
the © Friend to Reform,” &c.) yet give me 
Leave to tell you, Mr. BRA DRI DOE, that 

Fou certainly are fo, for the Publications 

autlienticated by your Name, as Chairman ; and I 

4 can ſcarcely entertain a Doubt, but that, as 

N you ought, ſo you will, be called perſonally to an 

Account, by ſome, or all, of thoſe Gentlemen, 

whom you have made ſo free with. 


——— . er CE CONS CIISID 
3 932 * N oy 2 22 a - 
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1 


ITuhink ye, that it affords the leaſt Sanction to 
Slander and Detraction; or that Inſolence is to 
be tolerated, or not chaſtiſed, becauſe it is 
introduced with a“ Reſolved Unanimouſly ;” and 
has your Name, as Chairman, ſubſcribed at the 


Bottom of it ? 


n reer 242 a 
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You Tithe-Aſſociators ſeem to think, that 
every Thing becomes you! And you have alſo 
hit on a very ſummary Way of deciding the 
Merits of all Queſtions or Matters of Diſpute ; 
Vi. you always take it pro conceſſo, (and there- 
fore that it ſtands in Need of 10 Proof, Reaſon, 


or Argument to ſupport it,) that yon are always 
. | | LEY | 


14 09 7 


in the Rigit, and the Parſon alwnys in the 
Wrong; that he is the Fleecer, the Oppreſſor, 
&c. you the Fleeced, the Oppreſſed, &c. 


Now one of the old faſhioned Logicians, who 
ſtill think they ought to give ſound Reaſons for 
what they ſay or do, would be apt to argue 
differently ; as thus: It is probable the Ratio 
between the Payers and the Receivers of Tithes 
may be, as Fifty, perhaps a Hundred, to One ; 


that is, to one Parſon, or Receiver of Tithes, 


there are Fifty or a Hundred Farmers, or Payers 
of Tithes. Now when a Diſpute happens, 
the Queſtion is, Mo is to blame ? Where the 
Fault lies? Always on the Side of the Parſon, 
ſay yon; probatum eſt; for we have reſolued it 
unanimouſly ; and a Seſſions Grand Jury of Far- 
mers * have ſince confirmed it, by finding a true 
Bill againſt the Parſons 11! * 


E 3 ei 


* This matter of the Jurymen is a curioſity in its kind. For | 
you are to know, gentle Reader; that theſe Jurymen, and the 


Tithe Aſfociators, are the very ſame identical men, under different 5 | 


denominations, and acting in different capacities, 
To 


6 


Now, on the contrary, we, the old faſtioned 


Reaſoners, ſay$that (though the Parſon may, ac- 
cording to the above Ratio, be wrong, one Time 
in fifty, or a Hundred, yet that, in any given Iu- 


Nance) it is fifty or 4 Hundred to one; but the 


Fault lies on the Side of the Farmer, or Payer 
of Tithes, and not on the Side of the Parſon. 


Now which of theſe is the fair Way of Reaſon- 


23; 
To appeal from a Tithe Aſociator, to a Sefſions' Grand Jury- 
man, or vice verſa, is in truth, nothing elſe than to appeal 


ab eodem ad eundem. When therefore you hear ſuch a Jury, 
eommending the Tithe-Aſſociators for their Fair and upright 


conduct; «* Approving all their meaſures;” adopting the very 
fame art and cunning of pointing out the Clergy's Tithes, as one 
cauſe of the preſent alarming ſcarcity and dearth of Corn and 
* Proviſions,” (which ſcarcity and dearth do zow, by the bye, 
appear to have been, in a great meaſure, of their own making) 
and endeavouring thereby to turn the Reſentment of a ſuffering 
Public from themſelves, towards the Clergy ; and finally, return+ 
ing their Thanks (as a Grand Fury) to Mr. BaADbRIDOx, their 
Chairman, (as Tithe- Afſociators)”* for his zeal in ſo good a Cauſe,” 
what is all this but commending themſelves ; and, as Jurymen, 
approving of their own conduct as Aſſociators : Riſum teneatis? 

N. B. This way (aſſumed by Jurymen and Aſſociators) of decid- 
Ing all queſtions by a Reſolved unanimouſly,” is a very conve- 
nient method for them ; Proof, Reaſon, and ſound Argument, are 


+ .,, Frougleſome things to which our Jurymen and Tithe Aſſociators 


pay no manner of regard; ſuch fiirling materials as theſe are fit 


only for Jair and rational men, whether they be Clergy or 
Laiety. 


> 


. 
ing, I will ſubmit to the Judgment of any Man, 
who is not a Tithe-Aſſociator or a Seſſions' Grand 
Fury Man. | e 

Well, but after all, what Right have you, 
pray Sir, or your Society, to intermeddle at all 
with the Properties of the Clergy * How dare 
you or they, to aſſault the Characters of Indivi- 
dual Gentlemen? To point out Clergymen per- 
ſonally, ore by Deſignation ? And to ſtigmatize 
them as Exactors of Tithes? Y ou may, with as 
much Reaſon and Juſtice, ſtigmatiſe and point out 
your Landlords, as Exattors of Rent ; when you | 

yourſelves have compelled them (by your doubling, . 
or trebling the Price of every Thing you ſell 70 

_ - them, to your Parſons, and to the Community at 

large) to advance your Rents upon you? Why 

do you not ſet them down in your Proſecr:iption 

Lifts, as well as your Clergy ? Why do you not 

advertiſe them alſo, and hang them up in the News - 

Papers in terrorem ? | 224 


It hath been ſuggeſted to the Clergy, as 
though it might be proper to make Repriſals on 5 
you, in your own May; and to attack you with 85 
LS Ee oo Ro 


— 


; 
| 
| 
1 


1 
F 
1 
. 
* 
| 
# 
f 
8 
3 
| by 
. 
+ $4 
. 
| 
4, 
| 
1 
4 
F 


. E F 
— — 0 


—— 


= —— — — 


| 


—— —— av — —— —— _— 
— 


| 

672) 
your own Weapons, namely, by making out a 
Counter Lift of Proſcriptions ; and ſetting down 
in it the Names of all you Tithe-Aſociators, 
Seſſions Jurymen, &c. and then to advertiſe you, 
and bang you all up in the Newſpapers, in terro- 
rem. And upon the Principle of the Lex tali- 


onis, this might, no Doubt, be zuſified. But the 


Criminality of ſuch a Conduct, (practiſed, 1 
ſhould hope, by zone, but you, Tithe-Aſſociators, 
at your Inquiſition Office,) hath been, in your 
Caſe, ſo deſervedly reprobated, and had ſuch a 
Stigma of Infamy ſet on it by a candid Public ; 
that the Clergy cannot, they will not, conde- 


| ſcend to debaſe themſelves ſo far, as to follow ſo 


mean, ſo ill, fo unworthy an Example : an Exam- 
ple ſo repugnant to the Feelings and the Deli- 
cacy, of every Gentleman, of every Man, who 
hath a Sen/e of Honour. - "di 


And what do you and your Brethren think 
all this will end in? Think ye, that the good 
Temper, the great Moderation, the patient 


—>Forbearance, which have been ſo conſpicuous 
in the Clergy hitherto, is never to be exhauſted ? 


Let 


— * 
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Let me tell you, that they now at laft ſee, and 
are convinced, that their Patience (amounting ” 
almoſt to a Degree of Supineneſs and Inſenſi- 
bility) hath been miſinterpreted by you 'and 
their other Aſſailants : You and your Brethren, 
no Doubt, began to think, that they were not 
able to defend themſelves ; or, (as your Drill- ' 
Serjeant, the mock Cuntry Curate has it) that they 
were panic-ſlruck ; © Reſt on your Arms, Gen- 
tlemen,” ſays that /elf-con/equential Tool of yours; 
« You have nothing to fear, until Something | 
more formidable enters the Liſts againſt you.” 

The Time 1s at length come, to convince 
vou of your Miſtake ; and that the Clergy. do 
know full well, how to defend /bemſetves againſt 
Inſult; as well as their Properttes, againſt Rapine 
and Plunder ; « and that they will not ſuffer 
themſelves to be beclored out of their Properties 
or their Franchiſes, by Yeomen Aſectators, or 
Farmer Jurymen, 


The Clergy refuſe to ſubmit their Cauſe to 
either the one, or the other of you. As to 
the firſt, your Office is ever ready to receive the 
ſlanderous, 


174 


flanderous Reports of diſcontented Farmers; 
who, when they have a Mind to be i/olent, 
aud to abuſe their Parſons; have but to apply 
to your Inquiſition Office, and their Revenge is 
immediately gra7/ified, by your ſetting down the 
«. Parſon,” in your Proſcription Lift, and adver- 
tiſing him, as you did lately in the Caſe of 
Oakford; a Caſe ſo flagrant, that it drew 
down on you the juſt Cenſure of a candid 
Public, who ſaw, and could not but approve of, 
the Contradiction given you by a whole Pa- 
riſh in Defence of their Miniſter caluminated 
by you. | % 


And as to the latter, we find them diſpoſed, 
(witneſs a late Seſſions' Fury) to ſecond you, in 
« fp good a Cauſe; they ſeemed to be ready to 
find a true Bill, and to have pronounced a 
Verdict of Guilty, againſt the © Parſons;” though 
it does not appear whether it was wb, wwith- 

eu, or whether it might not be even againſt 
Evidence. | 


But the Clergy demur to the PETERS and 


Juriſdictian, of either, and of both of you. You 
| = 


Oh 128 
are no better than felf-confeituted  Inquiſitors. 
And againſt being tried by ſuch a Jury, they 
claim the Privilege and Birth-Right of Englifh- 
men; they demand their fair Challenge ; and they 
challenge the ho/e Jury; as being themſelves 
Parties, andaflwereted | in the Cauſe at ſue; 
which is always accounted a juſt. Cauſe of Gy: 
lenge. ; 


* herefore, by the Il-Treatment 
they have received, they will probably, very 
ſoon, be under a Neceſity of having Recourſe 
to the only Argument, that ſeems adapted to the 
©»gerfandings, or will reach the Feelings of ſuck 
Men, and that is, to take their Tithes in Kind 
for the future. 


* 


Driven toJ 


The Clergy, however, I ſhould hope, will 
ſtill Wiſh to make ſome proper Diſcrimination, 
between the 2e//-intentioned Part of the Yeo- 
manry in their reſpective Pariſhes; between 
thoſe, who have conducted themſelves with 
Decency, good Manners, and becoming Re- 
ſpect; and that liberal Part of the Yeomanry, 

| (the 
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(the Tithe-Aſſociators, Farmer-Jurymen, and 
their Abettors,) who have treated them with 
Scurrility or Diſ-reſpect. In a word, thoſe 
who have honoured them (that is, treated 
them reſpectfully) will, I doubt not, be re- 
ſpected in return; but thoſe who have deſpiſed 
(that is, have uſed and treated them deſpite- 
fully) or inſulted them, will find, that they 
will be but lightly eſteemed. | | 

You will excuſe it, Sir, I ſhould hope, it I 


preſume, before I conclude, to offer you and 


your Brethren a Bit of good Advice, for a very 
ſalutary Purpoſe. 

As you have been the Apgreſſors in this fad 
Bufineſs; docs it not become you to endea- 
vour to make your Peace with the Clergy, 
whom you have offended, by your III-Treat- 
ment of them ? 


Should fit and becoming Overtures of Con- 
ciliation came from you; if you would but con- 
deſcend to acknowledge, that you have ade d 
wrong ; that your Behaviour hath been diſre- 
ſpectful, and that you will not repeat it in fu- 


ture; ina word; if you will but diveſt your- 


ſelves 
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ſelves of falſe Pride, and have but Tlumility 
enongb to do a thing which, believe me, will 
redound very much to your Honor and Credit ; 
i. e. to make the Anende-honorable to the Clergy; 
I think, I know them fo well, that I can an- 
ſwer for them, that their Practice will be found 
to be in ſtrict Uniſon with their Profeſſion ; and 


that the Doclrines they preach, and the Duties 
they recommend to others, will be fully confirmed, 


by the Promptneſs of their Forgivenzſs ; and their 
ready Diſpoſition to extend towards you, the 
right Hand of Friendſhip and of Fellowſhip: 
\. Suppoſe then, Sir, (if you have the Honour of 
being again called to the Chair, at your next 
Meeting ; and who can doubt it?) you intro- 
duce ſome Propoſal to the following Purport ; 
viz. That it be re/olved unanimouſly, that bitberio 
we have been all in tbe wrong ; that it now ap- 
pears to us, that we have no more right to iu- 
termeddle with, or lay our Hands on, the Clergy's 
Tithes, than we have upon our Landlords' Renis; 
or than the Clergy or our Landlords have to 
direct us, how, lo whom, or at what Price, we 
hall ſell our Corn, or our other Productions. 


That 


ö = £7 78 ) 
6 That to 5 in Perſonalities, and to ſet down 
in our Liſt of Proſcriptions, the Names or De- 


| fenations of Indivi dual Clergymen or others, as Ex- 
afors; does by no means ceaſe to be indecorous, 


_ fPanderous, and highly ſcandalous, notwithſtanding 
it be introduced with the Hauriſb of a reſolved 
 wnanimouſly ; its being pronounced auiberitalively 
by Mr. BrxapriDGE er Catbedrd and ſub- 
ſcribed, and put in the Newſpapers, by him 
as our Chairman ; and ſince it now appears to 
us, that theſe Mock-ſolemnities cannot alter the 
Nature of Things, but rather add to their Guilt, 
be it therefore now further re/olved unanimouſly, 
by this Society, that we will never repeat ſuch | 
Behaviour, or be guilty of the like again for the 
Future. That the Chairman be thanked, 46 
- w/aal, for his able Conduct this Day in the 
Chair; and be requeſted to publiſh theſe our 

| Reſolutions in the Newlpapers. 


I remain, Sir, 
Licitis et honeſtis, 


Your humble Servant, 


41 A Lover of Turk and Farir-DEALING, 
* | And ful a Detector of Miſrepreſentation. 


1 
| 


LETTER Ul. 
—— —— 


TO THE 
R ET E 
WHO HATH ASSUMED THE SIGNATURE RC 


oF 


« A COUNTRY CURATE,” 


. SIR, 
V the Signature of a Country Curate un- 
der which you have now repeatedly ap- 
| peared, you mean, no doubt, to impreſs the 
Public with an Opinion that you are a Clergy- 
nan, a Man in Holy Orders; if you have any 
| leſs or other meaning than this, there muſt be 
ſome Fallacy and Trick in it, unbecoming a 
Man of Honor or an honeſt Man. Now, Sir, 
you either are a Clergyman, or you are not; 
and in either Caſe the Part you are acting, is 
highly reprehenſible and criminal. 


If you can ſubſtautiate and eftabliſh the Belief 
of it, you cannot but u antiate and eftabliſb 
along 
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along with it, your own indelible Diſgrace and 


Ry 


You, Sir, a Member, nay a Son of the efta - 
Miſted Church ! A Brother to its Clergy! ! Can 
any Deſcription exhibit the 7! Deſert of ſuch a 
Member; ſuch a Son; and ſuch a Brother, in 


Terms equal to its Enormity ? 


It had been your Duty as a Clergyman, to 


| have ſtood forth in Defence of the Church, its 


Clerzy, their Property and Franchiſes, their 


Maintenance and Support, againſt all Aſſail- 
_ ants; to have combated and repelled the un- 
| merited Obloquy, the ſhameful Calumny, the 


rancorous Inſinuations, the unjuſt Attacks of 


the Tithe-Aſſociators and their Partizans 


againſt the Perſons and Characters of your 


Brethren, the Clergy of England. Had you 
atted thus, you had done no more than was 


your bounden Duty. 


By becoming an Advocate for, and a Par- 
tizan with, ſuch a Set of Men, you become a 
Partaker of their Guilt, and make it your 
| own. 


(#1) 


own. Nay you far outdo them in the infas 

mous Calumnies you caſt on your (ſuppoſed) 
Brethren ;* inſtead of diſcharging their paſto- 
ral Duty of feeding their Flocks,. you vilely 
Charge them with Rapine in fleecing their 
Flocks. This poor and mean Jingle of Words, 


might ſult your Taſte and Faney; but, believe 
me, Sir, the Writer (whoever, or whatever you 
may be) is held in Contempt for them. But 
{o highly indecorous and criminal would their 
Rancour be from the Pen or Mouth of a Ger- 
gyman againſt his Brethren, that, were you in- 
deed a Man in Holy Orders, (as you pretend to 
be,) their Atrocity would want a Name. 

In Truth the Subſtance of what you fay; 
with reſpect to the Clergy and their Aſſailants, 
confiſts in a mean, but virulent Invective 
agairiſt the former; and in a elumſey Sort of 
Adulatioti towards the later. 


Highly reprehenſible as all this may be, the 


meaneſt and moſt contemptible Part of your 


F Conduft 
— TED IPO) qui rodit Amictim, j 


Qui non defendit, alio culpante ; 
— Hic niger eſt : Hunc tu Romane caveto. | 
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Conduct remains yet to be ſpoken to. It i is 
that deſpicable Effort of ſetting the Subalterns | 
of the Church at variance with their eccleſiaſtical 
Superiors. Ft, e tb: 

Lou ald fain put- thoſe defrag! Subal 
| Shins, the inferior, and yet unbeneficed Clergy, 
into as ill an Humour as you ſeem to be in 
;yourſelf; and to that End you endeavour to 
irritate, by telling them that they are © an 
„. Claſs of Men ;* you find Fault with the 

Mode in which eccleſiaſtical Honors are diſ- 
penced % you compliment them as Men, 
< whoſe Conduct and Converſation are an 
« Honor to their Profeſſion; "af and in ſaying 
this, I am perſuaded, you do very * of 
| them no more than Juſtice, 5 


But to what End. or Ame is all this Ealgy 
of yours towards the Subaltern Clergy? Is it 


really intended as a Mark of your tender Re- 
| ard 


| * It will, . to a liberal 
Public to be informed, that the condition of the Subalterns of 
- the Church, hath lately been under the conſideration of the 
Britiſh Legiſlature ; and that our excellent Dioceſan took a lead- 
ing and zealous part, towards rendering the ſituation of the in- 
ferior Clergy more comfortable to them, 


( 83 ) 
gard, Eſteem, and Reſpe& towards them? 1 
doubt it is not. It ſeems to be rather intro- 
duced as a Vehicle for your intended Mif- 
chief; as a Handle to your indiſcriminate, and 
illiberal Scurrilily, towards the Clergy who oc 
cupy © ſuperior Stations in the Church;“ againſt 
« beneficed and dignified Clergymen ;” againſt 


the Honours which obtain in “ Cathedral 


_ Churches ; ; theſe © hateful Relicks of papal 
« Power.” Finally this modeſt and dutiful Son 
of the Church, abuſes its Eftablifhments ; is for 
introducing a * general Reform; but obſerves 
he, © the prefent age ſeems Panic-ſtruck at 
te the Thoughts of any Alterations, either in our 
te vil, or Religious Eftabliſhments.” But no 
more of this at preſent ; it may perhaps be pro- 
perly noticed on ſome future Occaſion. (Vide 
the Introductory Preface.) 5 


He would then — Ls the 1 
Clergy, that tberr Interefts, and thoſe of the 
Tithe Aſfociators, are embarked on the ſame Bot- 
tom; invites them to turn Renegadoes and 
Apoſtates, like himſelf, and Join themſelyes to 
Pg; thoſs 
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thofe Aﬀailants of their Mother and their 
Brethren, whom they are to ſtrip in order to 
partake of the Spoils; and in order to this 
would have them to petition Parliament againſt 
their Superiors, and aſſures them they will re- 
eeive ſuch Support, as n oe ale 
Succeſs, 


And now, Sir, oh! could you but TP in 
what Sovereign Contempt you are held for all 
this, by all the worthy and meritgrious Part 
of thoſe Subalterns of the Church, the ye! un- 
beneficed Clergy !!! I will yenture to anſwer 


: in their behalf that, rather than act ſo unwor- 


thy, ſo mean, ſo deſpicable a Part, they would 
forgq all Hopes of Preferment in ibis World; 
and be content tq wait for the Reward of their 


Deſert, (according toArchdeacon PALEY, with 


whoſe Quotations you affect to make a F lou- 


riſh) till-the .* Renovation of all Things ; "happy , 


ſhould their imperfeRt, but well-meant La- 
bours receive the Approbation, and obtain for 
them (thro' the Clemency and the Merits of 
their Judge and of their Saviour) any Remu- 
neration, in that great Day of Retribution. 
After 


„ 


Aſter having ſaid thus much, as to the Part 
you have been acting, on a Suppoſition that 
vou are à Clergyman; let us now view and 
examine your ConduQ, if it ſhould turn out, 
(as I have no Manner of Doubt but it vilh 
that you are not a Clergyman. 

Should this be the Caſe, you have then af 
ſumed a a ſacred Charader, for a very ill and diſ- 
boneſt Purpoſe; you have made Uſe of ſuck 
Means, to advance the Cauſe of the Tithe-Af- 
ſociators againſt the Clergy, as no Man, of 
real Honour, would condeſcend to practiſe. To 
perſonate a Clergyman, with ſo difboneft a View 
as that of drawing down Diſgrace arid Infamy 
on the Clerical Order, is a Crime of very great 
Magnitude indeed! Its Enormity ſeems to be 
nearly on a Level with that of Forgery. But 
take Heed leſt it recoil (for ſo it infallibly will 
go, if you are deteffed; and let me aſſure you, 
you are already ſhrewdly gueſſed at) on your 
own guilty Head, and on thoſe of your Em- 

ployers.* 


* Such à miſchievous Creature ſhould, for the common 
Safety, have ſome Badge or Mark of Diſcrimination ſet on him: 


Take Care of him!“ —“ Get out of his Way!“ Fœnum 
babet i in Cornu, 


(8%) 


'Tis true I have not any right to demand your 
Name or Addreſs, any more than you have to 
demand mine; I would invite you, however, to 
give it me, (that I might know with whom I 
am contending) but J ſuſpe& you will be. 
of doing this; tho', (if that will be any In- 
ducement to you) I will, as T hereby do, pledge 
myſelf, to give you my Name and Addreſs in Re- 
turn. 3 | | 925 

J am not aſhamed of my Cauſe; it will bear 
the Light; if you have as good an Opinion of 
yours, you need not cult, nor conceal yourſelf 
in Darkneſs. If you decline the Invitation, the 
World will judge the Reaſon. 


But there is one Thing I have a Right to 
call upon you for; and, in the Name of common 
Honeſty, I do call upon you for; and that is, 
that you drop the fallacious Signature of a 
Country Gurate, and give us one, (when you 
next appear in Print) that is, Bond fide, either 
deſcriptive of your real Profeſſion, or at leaſt 
that it be not an Index to point at a falſe One. 


It 


687 


It really appears to me, as well as to others, 
that the Credit and Reputation of you and 
your Employers (for that you are an Agent, 
a Tool, a Hireling, of the Tithe-Aſſociation- 
Inquiſition Office, no rational Man can doubt) 
are abſolutely committed in this Buſineſs of the 
Signature. I had before, (in my ſecond Letter 
to Mr. B— your grand Inquiſitor) given a 
friendly Caution and Admonition to the Office, 
to be careful whom they. employed; becauſe 
ſome of their Agents and Informers ſeemed to 
be a Set of ſhabby Fellows; who would be apt 
to draw down Diſgrace on their Employers ; a 
they had done, ſome Time before, in the Affair 
of Oakford. 


Now, Sir, both you and they ſtand in this 
very Predicament, in the Caſe before us; how _ 
either of you, will get out, of it, I Know not; 
the beſt Atonement you | can both make, for 
the Injury intended to be done thereby to the 
Clergy, is, by a ſincere Repentance, as it im- 
plies Amendment ; whenever this appears, I can 

Forgiveneſs, 


. 
anſwer for the Clergy, that you will al receive 
Forgiveneſs and Ae into the Bargain, 
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